Good morning Ladies and Gentleman! 
Greetings and a very warm welcome to you all from cashewinfo.com on this wonderful occasion of the inaugural edition of the World Cashew Convention.  Hope you had a pleasant trip to Dubai and are all set for the conference.
This conference is possible thanks to the support of the world cashew industry.  
Specifically, I place on record our sincere appreciation to ETG and 3F th e title sponsors, responsibility- the Platinum Sponsor, SWCM and St. John’s Shipping for Gold Sponsorship, Silver sponsors - Vink Corporation, Valency Corporation, Valency International and MIM Cashew, Lunch sponsors Benin Gold and Orion Commodities, Cocktail and Gala Dinner Sponsor- Rajkumar Impex and Rals, Delegate Kit Sponsor- Buddhi Industries and the strategic partner DMCC. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The conference is supported by seven associations – National Cashew Institute, INCAJU, Mozambique, National Cashew Association of Nigeria, NCAN Nigeria, African Cashew Alliance, ACA, Cashewnut Board of Tanzania, CNTC Benin, Conec Benin and NutPak Kenya.
Honestly, this is a very humbling moment for all of us from the organising team. Cashewinfo has been serving the world cashew industry for over 13 years now. During all these years, we have observed the triumphs and tribulations of this wonderful global industry as we tracked the progresses in course of time. As time grew, we felt a strong need for a global platform to enable participants across the supply chain to connect and reshape the future. And when we sowed this idea to the industry, the response has been truly phenomenal.
Today, we have amidst us over 360 delegates from 32 countries represented by over 180+ organisations from private, government and non-government sectors participating in the inaugural edition of the World Cashew Convention.  I welcome each one of you to this conference. Your presence is a proof that there is a need for connecting the industry. We truly wish you all a very great success in this two days and for the rest of year.
When faced with the choice of location for the conference, it was no surprise Dubai emerged as the clear winner. Dubai is centrally located between the producing centres and the consumption centres. It is extremely well connected with the rest of the world with Emirates touching more than 170 destinations within 8 hours journey time. Dubai, in addition to the excellent physical infrastructure is also endowed with a strong regulatory and business enabling governance structure. We are truly honoured to have the Executive Chairman, DMCC Mr. Ahmed Bin Sulayem with us to deliver the special address on this important occasion. DMCC is a strategic initiative of government of Dubai to facilitate commodity businesses. DMCC has been declared as the world’s best Free Zone for SMEs.
In my opinion cashew has the longest value chain among all commodities. It is produces in sizeable quantities in over 20 countries, processed in large quantities in over 12 countries and consumed by over 180 countries across the world. To set the conference agenda and theme for such a complex industry is indeed very challenging. We have tried our best to place important agendas for action in the conference schedule during the course of the day and tomorrow. 
Sufficient time has been allocated for networking during the breaks and the gala dinner time. Given the nature of trade between participants, we have allocated substantial time for one-to-one business meetings tomorrow alongside the parallel sessions. I am pleased to inform you all that the Nigeria Export Promotion Council and National Cashew Association of Nigeria have planned a meeting with Indian delegation tomorrow post-lunch session.
This is your conference and the platform belongs to all the stakeholders of the cashew industry. We sincerely hope it would enable you to connect and build business and reshape the future of the industry collectively. With this I end my welcome address. Thank you very much.

